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San Diego County’s Plan to End Chronic Homelessness (PTECH) Announces 
Results of $1.2 Million of Funding 
SAN DIEGO (November 17, 2010) Over the past 17 months, 177 chronically homeless San Diegans have found a place that they can call home – permanently. Thousands more have received much-needed medical care, counseling sessions and other supportive services, all as part of San Diego County’s Plan to End Chronic Homelessness (PTECH). And as a result, the public is saving hundreds of thousands of dollars.
Facilitated by United Way of San Diego County, PTECH is based on the proven “Housing First” model, which advocates providing affordable housing first while simultaneously integrating supportive services. 

“Through PTECH, we are able to foster important collaborations between nonprofit organizations, businesses and public entities to positively and permanently impact San Diego County’s chronically homeless population,” said Brian Maienschein, commissioner of PTECH. “Together, we are able to aid this vulnerable population, while benefiting the community at large, both socially and economically.”

According to the Regional Task Force on The Homeless’ annual 2010 Regional Homeless Profile, there are 8,500 homeless people in San Diego County, and nearly one in four are chronically homeless. The chronically homeless are defined as people who are continuously homeless for one year or without shelter four or more times in the past three years. They generally consume a substantial amount of public resources, but through the “Housing First” model one partner organization has already reported cumulative city/public service savings of over $700,000.
In June 2009, the PTECH board distributed nearly $800,000, raised by United Way, to four local organizations. This past June 2010, the board distributed nearly $427,000 more to these organizations to strengthen their efforts across the county. Grant recipients to date are the Alpha Project, the San Diego Rescue Mission, Townspeople and Crisis House.  

Current results include:
· Alpha Project’s Permanent Supportive Housing Program: From June 2009 to October 1, 2010, Alpha Project has helped 85 chronically homeless individuals secure permanent housing. The organization has also developed a priority waiting list, which currently has 13 potential clients. Alpha Project has also provided over 600 counseling sessions and medical services to over 300 patients. The goal was to outreach to at least 300 people monthly; in September 2010, Alpha Project reached 700 people.
- over -
· San Diego Rescue Mission’s Recuperative Care Program (RCU): From June 2009 to October 31, 2010, San Diego Rescue Mission has provided recuperative care with short-term housing and supportive social services to 141 chronically homeless people while they recover from acute illnesses or injuries. Because of the RCU, Scripps has saved greater than 1,000 acute inpatient days over a one year period. To date, approximately 50 chronically homeless people have progressed from the RCU to more permanent housing. 
· Townspeople’s Permanent Supportive Housing Program: Townspeople continues to provide five chronically homeless individuals with permanent, affordable and supportive housing. All of these residents have met or exceeded the PTECH grant objectives, including improving their self sustainability, securing a primary care provider, participating in a recovery program and maintaining substance abuse/alcohol abstinence for the past six months.
· Crisis House’s Regional Access Center: From June 2009 through October 2010, East County’s Crisis House met with 455 chronically homeless individuals and case managed and housed 37. The organization was able to hire an additional worker to focus on the chronically homeless with street outreach on a daily basis. Crisis House works to provide the chronically homeless with housing via motel vouchers and transitional housing programs. All individuals receive access to emergency food, supplies, phone, mail and legal assistance, as well as referrals for medical care and community resources. 
About the Plan to End Chronic Homelessness (PTECH)
San Diego County’s 10-Year Plan to End Chronic Homelessness (PTECH) employs the “Housing First” model that has been successful nationwide. The model advocates providing affordable housing and supportive services to help move the chronically homeless off the streets and into stable living and working situations. 
The chronically homeless are defined as people who are continuously homeless for one year or without shelter four or more times in the past three years. They often have some sort of disability. Although the chronically homeless are a minority of the overall homeless population, they drain significant resources – including legal, medical and emergency services – at a high cost to our community. 
Home Again is United Way of San Diego County’s public engagement campaign to end chronic homelessness in San Diego County. For more information, visit http://www.homeagainsd.org, “like” on Facebook or “follow” on Twitter.
About United Way of San Diego County

Celebrating its 90th anniversary this year, United Way of San Diego County (UWSD) is a nonprofit organization that improves lives and creates long-lasting change. The United Way movement addresses the underlying causes of problems and mobilizes the community to solve education, income and health issues. LIVE UNITED is a call to action for everyone to become part of the change. UWSD’s 90th anniversary celebration will include a variety of events to celebrate the spirit of Living United and advancing the common good in San Diego. To learn more or to donate, visit http://www.uwsd.org.
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